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30 DEC 1950

The lionorable F. J. Lawton
“irector

Burean of the 3udget

Txecutive Office of the President
W&an{fbm 29, D. C,

Dear ¥r. Lawtons

Receipt is acknomledged of your letter of 26 December 1950
requesting the views of this Agency on the subject of establish-
ing a board similar to the Defense Commmications Board or the
Board of War Communications of the World var II years.

In order t o avoid confusion relative to the position of
this Agency, 1 sm snclosing & copy of a leiter dated 2L Novenber
1950 to the Chairman of the President's Comamications olicy
Board in response to what appears to be a similar inquiry., I
have designated representatives who are presently encaged in
discussions with the President's Commmications Policy Doard on
this subject.

As indicated in the enclosure, this Agency feels that an
independent government agency should be established vo coordinate
and supervise communications facilities in the interests of
national security. The details of compositionh, status and respon-
sibility of such an agency should, I bolieve, be determined through
coordination with and between those departacnts and agencies of
the Covernment having a prinmary interest in the commnications

field,
Sincerely,
#ili AN
VALTER B, SHTTH
Encl. Director
cc: DD/Plans
v/ AD/80 (w/carbon of basic) STAT
DCI (2)

Central Records (w/orig of basi
DD/A Chrono
STAT
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Loar L. Stoooete

2o Proocideatto Comoxiecatdons Policy Coard Maldealdcas Toaers 1 ol
2 hevo toca oledicd 4 thido Arsaiey in counceltien with {ho dotter frco tUo
Poard (atcd 156 Cololer 1030 regnostdny onr vAcoT o Cagisrs eonsidorad o v
rolovond to Uhe Broad miccien of o Loaxd,

In %o opinmica ¢f (hio Aroney, tho eclahlich=mt of an indspenfcal Coaow
rodesticao Foliey Toapd willin tho Uooentdve cireeiuso of iz Covoramsad 4o
nIcccoasy.e Such o Doard «iild srovids g coaig, uow lazidn, 0 formmlafto
2l copcpvics tho czenticn ond olziudotretics of caticnal counicatdcos pol-
icy cot=mbial €2 30 naticanl coouvrity. .

s procead citustioca of tho Todted Statos dn warlsd affodrs requires a
evrens @d adrnly cliicical gyoics of ovorrsas earaientisns covirollsd iy
Laited Statzs dntonxeste and policy. Lot cf cur ovurcoos coomarcinl coow
izndcaticis Laclliticr &Lo00r0 Coclrdhlo eo o rajer oep in Lhds Jdrcction
fpaa thn cisndooint of Joh ewpcidtien with Joonim eatzolled ootee, ond

- provicien £0r a7 LoeoClery <oyl ney ouinsTt of nilifary opcanlicnac.

A Serthize noeoccary S dnvolwer nrotisica Jor moliohle cid coocwo Cove
crrlat el anf opoTatesd 1022030360 ovorcoay Jov oo wrmacaicoics of eop-
taidn dple stic cnd otbher non=Alisany, 70 rlordly cammmdcaddons hoio
coszrily oy e o poiary fostor oG nodtsr cooreinl acr uilitary Locili-
tico aro edoguarts o callicient)y coouro. '

I2 coanidored dootira™n, I wild Bo Zled to Cocianto a roozesoalalico
to dicence in coro dotadd g bacis for he ctoicosmto ebots. emasils, o
eprocdeto tho goporvodly affoxczd to sloio oor opinica in thip most 4 jor-
Lot Zicld,

Sineorely,

s
WAL B LZ
Tircoicr
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
_WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

DEC 2 61950

Yy dear General Smith:

The Bureau of the Budget has received several
proposals to establish a Board similar to either the
Jefense Communications Board or the Board of VWar
Cuzrunications of the World ¥ar II years. The Defense
Corrrunications Board was charged with planning to
implerent the President's responsibilities under Section
606 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, while
the Board of VWar Communications executed these Presidential
responsibilities, amd also supervised execution of the
responsibilities under Section 301 of the Act.

Presumably, composition of the proposed board would
parallel that of its predecesscre modified 4o reflect
changes in the Goverrment's structure since 1945.

It is requested that your views on this subject be
submitted to the Bureau of the Budget not later than
January 4, 1951. It 1s ospecially desired that these views
include comments on the need for such an agency, the kinds
of questions such an agency would have to consider, and the
degired compogsition and status of such an agency.

Sincerely yours,

Director

Lieut. Gen. Talter Bedell Smith
Director of Central Intelligence Agency
Vashington 25, D. C.
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